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45R), the two party leaders—Democrat Harry Reid, Nev., and Republican 
Mitch McConnell, Ky.—were responsible for negotiating committee sizes and 
ratios. “We’ll be negotiating committee ratios, the two of us, like we always do,” 
remarked Senator McConnell.14 Given the Democratic gain of two seats in the 
113th Senate, Senator Reid proposed that the eight committees—Aging, 
Agriculture, Budget, Commerce, Foreign Relations, Homeland Security, Small 
Business, and Veterans—from the previous Congress that only had a single-
seat advantage be increased to a two-seat advantage for all committees. This 
change was agreed to, underscoring the adage that elections have consequences. 
In general, Senate leaders usually change party ratios on committees “by 
shifting seats between the parties, rather than by adding seats to panels.”15 The 
Senate’s Select Committee on Ethics—which is chaired by a majority party 
member—always has an equal number of majority and minority members.

TABLE 7-1 � Standing Committees of the House and Senate,  
113th Congress, 2013–2015

House	 Senate

Agriculture	 Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Appropriations	 Appropriations
Armed Services	 Armed Services
Budget	 Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Education and the Workforce	 Budget
Energy and Commerce	 Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Ethics	 Energy and Natural Resources
Financial Services	 Environment and Public Works
Foreign Affairs	 Finance
Homeland Security	 Foreign Relations
House Administration	 Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Judiciary	 Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
Natural Resources	 Indian Affairs
Oversight and Government Reform	 Judiciary
Rules	 Rules and Administration
Science, Space, and Technology	 Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Small Business	 Veterans’ Affairs
Transportation and Infrastructure	
Veterans’ Affairs
Ways and Means

Sources: House and Senate committee web pages.


